EMERGENCY WATER SHORTAGE ORDINANCE # 1284

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROSWELL PROVIDING THAT ORDINANCE
1284, CREATES SECTION 31-29 IN THE ROSWELL CITY CODE TO PROVIDE
PROCEDURES FOR WATER RATIONING IN THE EVENT OF WATER
SHORTAGES AND PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF
ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FIXING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS: Water in New Mexico is a publicly owned resource, and may be diverted only
for the purpose of beneficial use; and

WHEREAS: The City Council is the trustee of the City’s water supply in accordance with
the laws and regulations of the State of New Mexico; and

WHEREAS: Water is a valuable resource that should be wisely used to benefit human
health, safety, productivity and environment; and

WHEREAS: The State of New Mexico is in the process of developing criteria by which to
judge water conservation efforts of communities within the State and criteria to be applied in
matters concerning water-rights; and

WHEREAS: From time-to-time there may exist a shortage of potable water for public
consumption; and

WHEREAS: In the event of a shortage of potable water, it may be necessary to impose
temporary restrictions to limit the amount of water that may be used; and

WHEREAS: It is the intent of the Roswell City Council to ensure a continued and optimum
supply of water in the event of such temporary shortage, by imposing fair and reasonable
limitations; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY,
THE CITY COUNCIL, OF ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO, that:

Section 1. The Roswell City Code Section 31-29 is hereby created to read as follows:

31-29 WATER RATIONING.

(a)  The following water conservation Levels shall be in effect at the times specified.
When Level 1, Level 2, Level 3 or Level 4 water rationing is in effect, no person,
firm or corporation shall use any water in violation of any provision of this ordinance.

(b) The City Manager shall have the authority to impose Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, or a
Level 4 water rationing situation. When a Level 1 or Level 2 shortage is declared, the
Roswell City Council shall at it next regularly scheduled meeting approve, disapprove,
or amend the declaration. When a level 3 or Level 4 is declared, the Roswell City
Council shall be called into emergency session to approve, disapprove, or amend the
declaration.

(1)  When the City Manager initially declares or changes the level of shortage, an
announcement will be made via print and broadcast media describing the
specified rationing restrictions.
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(2)  Whenever a water shortage is declared (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, or Level 4)
the use of water through a sprinkler system or use of water through a hose to
water any grass, trees, plants or other vegetation is prohibited between the
hours of 10 am. and 6 p.m. Areas watered with effluent or individual
domestic well water are exempted from these restrictions.

(3)  These restrictions shall apply to all residences and to all businesses and
institutions having lawns, gardens, trees, or shrubs, and shall be followed at all
parks and public buildings which are watered with treated water. These
restrictions shall not apply to any person, firm or corporation engaged in the
business of growing or selling plants of any kind.

(4) It shall be the policy of the City of Roswell to keep watering restrictions in
effect for no longer than absolutely necessary. The City Manager and the City
Council shall take steps to lift the restrictions as soon as lifting the restrictions
will not endanger the water supply by reducing amounts of water in storage.

(5) It shall be the policy of the City of Roswell to have a sufficient number of
water wells and water well capicity to divert the total of it’s municipal use
water rights.

Level 1 Water Rationing: Whenever the demand for the City’s water exceeds eighty
percent (80%) of capacity from existing wells for five (5) consecutive days. The
following requirements shall be in effect.

(1)  Use of water through a sprinkler system or use of water through a hose to
water any grass, trees, plants or other vegetation shall be determined as
follows:

(@)  Users with odd numbered addresses shall be permitted to use water in
the above manner on each Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday.

(b)  Users with even numbered addresses shall be permitted to use water in
the above manner on each Saturday, Monday, and Wednesday.

(2)  No swimming pools shall be filled. Swimming pools that were filled before
Level 1 Water Rationing went into effect may have water added to make up
losses through evaporation or splashing. Water lost through draining or
through leaks in the pool may not be made up during Level 1 Water Rationing.

(3)  No water shall be used to wash any vehicle (including fund raising car washes
at commercial businesses), except at places of businesses where autos are
washed on every business day either with attendants, with automatic equipment
or by self service.

(4)  Newly seeded or sodded lawns or newly planted trees or shrubs shall be
exempted from Level 1 Water Rationing for the time needed to establish the
lawn, tree or shrub - provided the vegetation was planted before Level 1 was
imposed and the time needed to establish the lawn, tree or shrub does not
exceed sixty (60) days. No lawns shall be newly seeded or sodded or trees or
shrubs planted after Level 1 is imposed.

(5)  All watering of grass, trees, plants or other vegetation at all parks and public
buildings owned by the City of Roswell which are watered using treated water
shall be prohibited except as specified in paragraph 4 of this section.







